
Living without Limits
Ocean State Center for Independent Living Spring 2024

Highlights from our Independent Living Conference
On April 26th, the Ocean State Center for Independent Living (OSCIL) hosted
its annual Independent Living Conference at the Crowne Plaza in Warwick. The
event drew an enthusiastic capacity crowd committed to advancing independent
living for individuals with disabilities in Rhode Island. We were honored to have
the support of our three title sponsors: CCA Health RI, UnitedHealth, and the
Rhode Island Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC). Their contributions
were crucial to the conference's success.

Our event was further enriched by several dedicated organizations: Lift and
Care, the Rhode Island Parent Information Network (RIPIN), The Rhode Island
Governor's Council on Disability (GCD), the Rhode Island Department of Health,
and the YMCA of Greater Providence highlighted twenty-three organizations
that exhibited and interacted with attendees.

A panel discussion moderated by Michelle Machado, featuring Christina
Battista, Earnest Okwara, Brian Adae, Elisabeth Hubbard, Jessica Podesva, and
Rep. Tina Spears, provided valuable insights into the past, present, and future of
independent living in Rhode Island.

Another highlight was Representative Gabe Amo's introduction of Former
Congressman Jim Langevin, who presented Rep. Tina Spears with an award
recognizing her contributions to the disability community. Keynote speaker
Sandra Swift Parrino recounted her experiences leading up to the signing of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Additionally, five Rhode Islanders
received the Catherine T. Murray scholarships for their continuing education
and professional development.

The conference was well attended and received, with participants appreciating
the informative sessions, networking opportunities, and strong sense of
community. OSCIL is grateful for the support of our sponsors, attendees, and
vendors, whose contributions were vital to the conference's success.

We look forward to continuing to build and strengthen our relationships with all
our partners as we work together to promote independence and improve the
quality of life for individuals with disabilities in Rhode Island. Thank you to
everyone who made the 2024 OSCIL Independent Living Conference an
unforgettable event. We eagerly anticipate next year's conference and ongoing
collaboration with our community.
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Ocean State Center for Independent Living
1944 Warwick Ave, Warwick, RI 02889

Office: 738Ͳ1013 Voice
244Ͳ7792 VP

Toll Free: 1Ͳ866Ͳ857Ͳ1161
Email: info@oscil.org
Website: oscil.org
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The Past, Present, and Future of Independent
Living In Rhode Island

April 26, 2024 Crowne Plaza Hotel
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